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(54) NHRP packet authentication method and NHRP server 



(57) An authentication method in an NHRP (Next 
Hop Resolution Protocol) for performing an address 
resolution for converting a network layer address in an 
NBMA (Non-broadcast, Multi-access) network to a 
datalink layer address. The method comprises steps of: 
providing an NHRP server for performing an address 
resolution which has a plurality of interfaces belonging 
to respective sub-networks, maintaining authentication 
keys and authentication types respectively allocated to 
the interfaces in the NHRP server; authenticating an 
NHRP packet received from one of the interfaces by 



using the authentication key allocated to the interface 
which receives the NHRP packet; and discarding the 
NHRP packet in case of authentication being unauthor- 
ized. The method is capable of setting for each domain 
a mode for redirecting an NHRP (Next Hop Resolution 
Protocol) packet when authentication types between 
LIS (Logical IP Subnet, IP: Internet Protocol) are differ- 
ent and a mode for when an NHRP packet is redirected 
between domains. 
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Description 

The present invention relates to an address resolu- 
tion method using NHRP (Next Hop Resolution Proto- 
col) in an NBMA (Non-Broadcast, Multi-Access) 
network and an NHRP server, and in particular to an 
authentication method of NHRP packets and an NHRP 
server which can perform the authentication method. 

An NBMA network, typified by an ATM (Asynchro- 
nous Transfer Mode) network, is a network which is not 
media-shared. The use of NHRP as a protocol for 
address resolution in an NBMA network has, for exam- 
ple, been discussed in the IETF (Internet Engineering 
Task Force) and the protocol is specified in texts such 
as the electronic document "draft-ietf-rolc-nhrp-08.txt" 
by V. Luciani et al. and the document has now been 
updated to "draft-ietf-rolc-nhrp-11.txt". These docu- 
ments can be obtained from various FTP (File Transfer 
Protocol) sites on the Internet. 

NHRP is used for realizing transmission from a 
source station to a destination station via networks in 
which broadcasting has not been implemented such as 
X.25 networks and ATM networks, or networks not 
wanting to use broadcasting such as a large-scale 
Ethernet sub-network. 

NHRP will next be explained. This explanation 
refers to an example in which the NBMA network is an 
ATM network and an IP (Internet Protocol) is used as 
the upper layer protocol, but identical results are 
obtained when a network other than an ATM network is 
used as the NBMA network or a protocol other than IP 
is used as the network layer protocol. 

In order to perform IP communication on an ATM 
network, the ATM address, which is a datalink layer 
address, of the communication partner must be 
obtained based on the IP address, which is a network 
layer address, of the communication partner. With 
NHRP, NHRP servers (NHS) are placed in certain areas 
(for example, in each LIS [Logical IP Subnet]) for distrib- 
uted administration of correspondence between the IP 
addresses and ATM addresses of ATM terminals con- 
nected to the ATM network. 

When an ATM terminal connected to the network 
wants to resolve an ATM address for an IP address of a 
certain communication partner, an NHRP resolution 
request packet is sent to a predetermined NHS. When 
the NHS which has received the NHRP resolution 
request packet is able to resolve the address, the NHS 
sends back an NHRP resolution reply packet to the 
source ATM terminal. When the NHS is not able to 
resolve the address, the NHS redirects the NHRP reso- 
lution request packet to another NHS which is likely to 
be in charge of the relevant IP address. In other words, 
the NHRP resolution request packet is redirected 
between multiple NHS servers on the network until it 
reaches an NHS capable of resolving the address. 

As a result, provided that the communication part- 
ner is directly connected to the ATM network, it is possi- 



ble to resolve the communication partner's ATM 
address even in a case in which the communication 
partner belongs to a different LIS. When the communi- 
cation partner is not directly connected to the ATM net- 

5 work, the ATM address of an exit router or a gateway in 
the ATM network can be resolved, and thus, IP commu- 
nication to the communication partner can be per- 
formed using this ATM address. 

Having received an NHRP packet, the NHS per- 

10 forms end-to-end authentication or hop-by-hop authen- 
tication depending on the packet type; i.e. the NHS 
performs end-to-end authentication when the NHRP 
packet is an NHRP registration request packet or an 
NHRP registration reply packet and performs hop-by- 

15 hop authentication when the NHRP packet is of any 
other type. 

However, a conventional NHRP authentication 
method stipulates that an authentication extension be 
appended to the extension part of the NHRP packet 

20 prior to authentication processing. Keyed MD5 and 
Clear Text Password (hereinafter abbreviated to 'MD5' 
and 'Clear Text') are the stipulated authentication types. 
Since this extension part is not essential to an NHRP 
packet, there are cases in which authentication exten- 

25 sion is not appended. In such a case there is deemed to 
be no authentication type. Thus a total of three differing 
authentication types are stipulated. 

Although a plurality of authentication types are stip- 
ulated, the handling of these differing authentication 

30 types in a conventional NHRP is not clear. Conse- 
quently, particularly in a case where the NHRP packet 
which is to be authenticated using hop-by-hop authenti- 
cation is redirected from one LIS to another LIS, when 
the authentication types of these two LIS are different, 

35 the authentication operation is delegated to the system 
implementation. 

Furthermore, networks generally have a network 
policy determined for each domain of network adminis- 
tration. For instance, one domain in the network may 

40 want to adopt a policy of not redirecting NHRP packets 
between LIS of differing authentication types. Another 
domain in the network may want to adopt a policy 
according to which NHRP packets may acceptably be 
redirected between LIS of differing authentication types. 

45 With NHRP, it is also desirable to be able to determine a 
policy regarding the handling of NHRP packets between 
LIS of differing authentication types for each domain of 
the network. However, with a conventional NHRP there 
has been a problem that it becomes impossible to main- 

50 tain interoperability of authentication between NHRP 
servers of different vendors. In other words, the conven- 
tional NHRP cannot operate with the authentication pol- 
icy described above wherein a policy is determined for 
each domain. 

55 Furthermore, between a plurality of domains in the 
same NBMA network it may be desirable to adopt a pol- 
icy of not redirecting NHRP packets between different 
domains irrespective of whether identical authentication 
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types or different authentication types are used. Con- 
versely, among another plurality of domains, it may be 
desirable to adopt a policy wherein NHRP packets may 
acceptably be redirected between differing domains 
irrespective of whether identical authentication types or 5 
differing authentication types are used. In other words, 
it is also desirable to be able to determine a policy 
regarding the handling of NHRP packets among 
domains on a network. However, with a conventional 
NHRP there has been a problem that NHRP cannot 
work due to the authentication policies between the 
domains as described above. 

It is therefore the object of the present invention to 
provide an authentication method capable of setting for 
each domain a mode for redirecting an NHRP packet 
when authentication types between LIS are different 
and a mode for when an NHRP packet is redirected 
between domains. 

A further object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide an authentication method capable of maintaining 
interoperability between NHS of differing vendors when 
redirecting an NHRP packet. 

A still further object of the present invention to pro- 
vide an NHRP server capable of setting for each 
domain a mode for reelecting an NHRP packet when 
authentication types between LIS are different and a 
mode for when an NHRP packet is redirected between 
domains. 

The objectives of the present invention are realized 
by an NHRP packet authentication method in an NHRP 
(Next Hop Resolution Protocol) for performing an 
address resolution for converting a network layer 
address in an NBMA (Non-broadcast, Multi-access) 
network to a dataiink layer address, comprising steps of: 
providing an NHRP server for performing an address 
resolution which has a plurality of interfaces belonging 
to respective sub-networks; maintaining an authentica- 
tion key and an authentication type of the authentication 
key allocated to each of the interfaces in the NHRP 
server; authenticating an NHRP packet received from 
one of the interface by using the authentication key allo- 
cated to the interface which receives the NHRP packet; 
and discarding the NHRP packet in case of authentica- 
tion being unauthorized. 

The other object of the present invention is realized 
by an NHRP (Next Hop Resolution Protocol) server for 
performing an address resolution for converting a net- 
work layer address in an NBMA (Non-broadcast, Multi- 
access) network to a dataiink layer address, comprising: 
a plurality of interfaces belonging to respective sub-net- 
works; memory means for maintaining an authentica- 
tion key and an authentication type of the authentication 
key allocated to each of the interfaces; and processing 
means for authenticating an NHRP packet received 
from one of the interfaces by using the authentication 
key allocated to the interface which receives the NHRP 
packet and discarding the NHRP packet in case of 
authentication being unauthorized. 
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According to the present invention, each NHS 
(NHRP server) comprises, for example, an authentica- 
tion mode table, and each NHS is able to change the 
authentication method when redirecting an NHRP 
packet by setting any one of. for example, 'drop mode', 
forward mode' and 'gateway mode' in the authentication 
table. The mode for redirecting an NHRP packet when 
authentication types differ between LIS and the mode 
for performing redirection of an NHRP packet between 
domains can thereby be set for each domain. Moreover, 
interoperability can be maintained between NHS of ven- 
dors with differing authentication methods. 

The above and other objects, features, and advan- 
tages of the present invention will become apparent 
from the following description referring to the accompa- 
nying drawings which illustrate an example of a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a diagram showing an example of a config- 
uration of a network to which an authentication 
method of the present invention is applied; 
Fig. 2 is a block diagram depicting an example of a 
configuration of an NHS; 

Fig. 3 is a diagram showing a general configuration 
of an authentication key table; 
Fig. 4 is a diagram showing an example of the con- 
tents of an authentication key table; 
Fig. 5 is a diagram showing a general configuration 
of an authentication mode table; 
Fig. 6 is a diagram showing an example of the con- 
tents of an authentication mode table; 
Fig. 7 is a diagram depicting an example of NHRP 
packet processing in each authentication mode; 
and 

Figs. 8A and 8B are flowcharts together showing an 
authentication sequence. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The preferred embodiment of the present invention 
will next be explained. For reasons of convenience, the 
NBMA (Non-broadcast, Multi-access) network is an 
ATM (Asynchronous Transfer Mode) network and an IP 
(Internet Protocol) is used as the upper layer protocol in 
the following explanation. But identical results are 
obtained when a network other than an ATM network 
used as the NBMA network or a protocol other than IP 
is used as the network layer protocol. 

In the network shown in Fig. 1 , a plurality of LIS 
(Logical IP subnet) (e.g., LIS-A 10. LIS-B 20, LIS-C 30, 
LIS-D 40) are defined on a single ATM network 1. The 
terminals directly connected to the ATM network 1 (e.g.. 
terminals 11. 12, 41) can together set up an SVC 
(Switched Virtual Connection) at the ATM level. ATM 
switches required to form the ATM network are omitted 
from Fig. 1 . Of the connection lines between the sub- 
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networks, only those relevant to the explanation are 
shown in the drawing. 

NHRP (Next Hop Resolution Protocol) servers 
NHS-A 100, NHS-B 200 and NHS-C 300 are provided 
to the ATM network 1. NHS-A 100 has interfaces 
belonging respectively to LIS-A 10 and LIS-B 20; NHS- 
B 200 has interfaces belonging respectively to LIS-B 20 
and LIS-C 30; and NHS-C 300 has interfaces belonging 
respectively to LIS-C 30 and LIS-D 40. In addition, a 
router 400 is provided for connecting LIS-B 20 and LIS- 
C30. 

In this example, it is assumed that the network has 
been set beforehand so that NHS-A 100 controls LIS-A 
10, NHS-B 200 controls LIS-B 20, and NHS-C 300 con- 
trols LIS-C 30 and LIS-D 40. 

In the network shown in Fig. 1, the network admin- 
istrator determines an authentication type and authenti- 
cation key for each LIS. For example, it is supposed that 
MD5 authentication is performed in LIS- A 10 using a 
key A for MD5. Similarly, it is supposed that MD5 
authentication is performed in LIS-B 20 (using key B), 
clear text authentication is performed in LIS-C 30 (using 
key C) and clear text authentication is performed in LIS- 
D 40 (key D). Furthermore, all the stations belonging to 
each LIS are programmed with the authentication key 
and authentication type settings of each respective LIS. 
For instance, terminal 1 1 of LIS-A 1 0 is set to key A. Any 
given setting method may be used to set the authentica- 
tion keys. Also, since an NHS (NHRP Server) generally 
comprises multiple interfaces, an authentication key is 
set at each interface. 

Fig. 2 shows a general configuration of an NHS. 
This NHS 2 comprises a server processing portion 201 
for performing processing as an NHRP server, an 
authentication key memory portion 202 for storing 
authentication keys, an authentication mode memory 
portion 203 for storing authentication modes, an IP data 
redirecting portion 204 for redirecting IP packets, and 
an IP routing table 205 in which are stored routing data 
for use when an IP packet is redirected. The NHS 2 fur- 
ther comprises a plurality of interfaces (l/Fs) 210 - 212 
which are connected to ATM switches within the ATM 
network. The server processing portion 201 is con- 
nected to the ATM network via interfaces 210 - 212. 
Similarly, the IP data redirecting portion 204 is con- 
nected to the network via interfaces 210 - 212. 

The authentication key memory portion 202 is con- 
nected to the server processing portion 201 and stores 
the authentication keys and the types of the keys set for 
each of the interfaces 210 - 212. More precisely, an 
authentication key table is stored in the authentication 
key memory portion 202. As shown in Fig. 3 the authen- 
tication key table contains entries each consisting of an 
interface number field, an authentication key field and 
an authentication type for the interfaces of that NHS. For 
example, Fig. 4 shows the contents of the authentica- 
tion table of the NHS-B 20 shown in Fig. 1 . 

The authentication mode memory portion 203 is 



connected to the server processing portion 201 and 
stores data indicating which authentication mode is to 
be used when redirecting an NHRP packet from a cer- 
tain input interface to a certain output interlace. Any one 

5 of the following modes is set as the authentication 
mode: "drop mode*, forward mode', and 'gateway 
mode'. More precisely, an authentication mode table is 
stored within the authentication mode memory portion 
203. As shown in Fig. 5 t the authentication mode table 

10 contains no more than the required number of entries 
each consisting of an input interface number field, an 
output interface number field and an authentication 
mode field. For example, if NHS-B 200 is set to operate 
in the forward mode when it is necessary to redirect an 

75 NHRP packet from LIS-B 20 to LIS-C 30 and to operate 
in the drop mode when it is necessary to redirect an 
NHRP packet from LIS-C 30 to LIS-B 20, the authenti- 
cation mode table 203 of NHS-B 200 will have the con- 
tents shown in Fig. 6. 

20 Any given method can be used to set the above- 
mentioned authentication key and authentication mode. 
For example, settings may be described in configuration 
files for each terminal and each NHS, or setting may be 
carried out via the network. 

25 In NHS 2 shown in Fig. 2, the IP data redirecting 
portion 204 operates the IP layer. In other words, when 
an IP packet has been inputted to NHS 2 via the inter- 
faces 210 - 212, the server processing portion 201 does 
nothing while the IP data redirecting portion 204 proc- 

30 esses the IP packet. 

The IP routing table 205 is connected to the IP data 
redirecting portion 204 and is consulted when the IP 
data redirecting portion 204 redirects an IP packet 
received from one interface to another interface. Fur- 

35 thermore, the IP routing table 205 is also connected to 
the server processing portion 201 and is used when the 
server processing portion 201 redirects an NHRP 
packet received from one interface to another interface. 
The contents of the IP routing table 205 can be set stat- 

40 ically by the network administrator, or set dynamically 
using a conventional routing protocol at an IP level such 
as an RIP (Routing Information Protocol) or an OSPF 
(Open Shortest Path First). 

In Fig. 2, the IP data redirecting portion 204 and the 

45 IP routing table 205 are shown inside the NHS 2. How- 
ever, if they are connected to the server processing por- 
tion 20 1 and the interfaces 2 1 0 - 2 1 2 , it is not absolutely 
necessary for the IP data redirecting portion 204 and 
the IP routing table 205 to be provided within the NHS 2. 

50 Authentication in the network system described 
above will next be explained using a number of separate 
cases. 

Pass 1 

55 

Firstly, a case in which the terminal 1 1 in Fig. 1 
communicates with terminal 41 via the ATM network 1 
will be explained. Since terminal 1 1 belongs to LIS-A 1 0 



4 



7 

which is set to authentication type MD5 and authentica- 
tion key A, the terminal 11 sends to NHS-A 100 an 
NHRP resolution request packet to which has been 
appended key A. Since the authentication type is MD5, 
the terminal 1 1 calculates an MD5 digest of the NHRP 5 
packet 51 to be sent using key A and puts the digest in 
an NHRP packet 51 authentication extension. 

NHS-A 100 receives this NHRP packet 51 and 
authenticates it by means of the authentication exten- 
sion appended to the packet and the key A allocated to 
the interface which has received the packet. Since the 
authentication type is MD5, authentication is carried out 
by extracting the MD5 digest from the authentication 
extension and comparing it with a recalculation of the 
MD5 digest of the NHRP packet 51 using the key A of 
the NHS-A 1 00. In this case, terminal 1 1 had the correct 
key A and therefore the NHRP packet 51 was deter- 
mined to be proper. 

Now it is supposed that terminal 12 which has a 
wrong key is connected to LIS-A 10 and has sent an 
NHRP resolution request Packet to NHS-A 100. In this 
case, the packet 52 has a wrong key and therefore the 
NHS-A determines the NHRP packet 52 to be incorrect, 
discards the NHRP packet 52 and sends an error indi- 
cation packet which denotes 'authentication failure' to 
terminal 12. In this way, terminal 12 can be prevented 
from making an unauthorized access to NHS-A 100. 

Authentication can similarly be carried out in an LIS 
with a clear text authentication type such as LIS-C 30. In 
other words, in the case of a terminal belonging to LIS- 
A 10, an MD5 digest was put into the authentication 
extension as described above, but in the case of a clear 
text LIS, the key A itself is simply put into the authentica- 
tion extension without altering the text format. Then, 
instead of carrying out a comparison with a recalcula- 
tion of the MD5 digest, the NHS-A 100 simply extracts 
the key from the authentication extension and compares 
this key with the key of NHS-A 1 00 itself. 

In the explanation which follows, the appending of 
an authentication extension will be termed appending a 
key' both in cases when the authentication type is MD5 
and when the authentication type is clear text Similarly, 
'authentication using a key* refers to authentication 
using both an authentication extension and a key pro- 
vided with an NHS. 

Case 2 

In the network shown in Fig. 1 , it is assumed that 
any one of the following modes for redirecting transmit- 
ted data from one interface to another interface has 
been set in advance in the authentication mode memory 
portion of NHS-B 200: 'drop mode', forward mode', and 
'gateway mode*. Setting the mode in advance in this 
manner enables an NHS positioned at the border of a 
certain domain of network administration to permit redi- 
rection of an NHRP packet from that domain to the out- 
side while refusing to accept an NHRP packet sent to 



8 

the domain from the outside thereof when the authenti- 
cation types being used within and outside the domain 
are different. 

The three modes mentioned above will next be 
explained. 

The drop mode is an authentication mode which 
does not redirect NHRP packets between LIS having 
different authentication types. Of the authentication 
modes described here, the drop mode provides the 
strongest authentication. 

The forward mode is an authentication mode which 
replaces the authentication key in the authentication 
extension and continually redirects NHRP packets even 
between LIS with different authentication types. Of the 
three authentication modes described here, the forward 
mode provides the weakest authentication. 

The gateway mode is an authentication mode 
which, when there is an NHRP resolution request 
packet between LISs of different authentication types, 
terminates an SVC set up from the source terminal at 
the NHS or at another router by replying with address 
data of the NHS or the other router and then relies on 
the IP layer of the NHS or the router to process the IP 
packet received. Of the three modes described here, 
the gateway mode is weaker than the drop mode and 
stronger than the forward mode. 

A summary of the example processing for an NHRP 
packet for each of the above-mentioned modes is 
shown in Fig. 7. 

These authentication modes can be set using any 
given method. For example, settings for each NHS can 
be described in files, or setting can be performed via the 
network. 

Here it is assumed that NHS-B 200 (Fig. 1) is set to 
operate in the drop mode when redirecting from inter- 
face #1 (l/F #1) to interface #2 (l/F #2). Consider a case 
in which an NHRP packet 51 from NHS-A 100 has 
arrived at NHS-B 200 in network 1 shown in Fig. 1 . This 
NHRP packet 51 is, for example, an NHRP resolution 
request packet to resolve an ATM address of terminal 
41. This NHRP packet 51 must be redirected unaltered 
to NHS-C 300 without being processed at NHS-B 200. 

The operation of NHS-B 200 when the NHRP 
packet 51 has been received is shown in the flowcharts 
in Figs. 8A and 8B. 

Firstly, in Step 501 NHS-B 200 determines the type 
of the NHRP packet which it has received. When the 
received NHRP packet is an NHRP registration request 
packet or an NHRP registration reply packet, the opera- 
tion shifts to Step 502 in which end-to-end authentica- 
tion processing is carried out. In the end-to-end 
authentication processing, authentication processing is 
performed at the source station and at the destination 
station wNle the stations in between (i.e.. each NHS) 
are not involved in the authentication processing. 

Alternatively, when it is determined, in Step 501 , 
that the received NHRP packet is of a type other than 
those mentioned above, hop-by-hop processing is car- 
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ried out. In the hop-by-hop processing, authentication 
processing is performed at each station on the trans- 
mission route of the packet (in this case, at every NHS), 
in Step 503, NHS-B 200 reads out the authentication 
key and authentication type from the authentication key 5 
table in the authentication key memory portion 202 (Fig. 
2) and performs authentication in Step 504. When the 
result of the authentication reveals that the packet is 
unauthorized, the NHRP packet is discarded and an 
NHRP error indication packet is sent back to the sender 10 
of that NHRP packet in Step 505. So far, this operation 
is identical to that in Case 1 described above. 

However, when it has been determined in Step 504 
that this NHRP packet is authorized, the NHS-B 200 
determines in Step 506 whether the NHS-B 200 itself 15 
should process the packet or whether the packet must 
be redirected to another NHS. If the NHS-B 200 man- 
ages the address data of the terminal corresponding to 
that NHRP packet, the NHS-B 200 processes the 
NHRP packet itself in Step 507. In the present case 20 
however, the NHRP packet must be redirected to NHS- 
C 300 because NHS-B 200 does not manage the 
address data of terminal 41 . The authentication key and 
authentication type allocated to the interface in order to 
transmit to NHS-C 300 are therefore extracted from the 25 
authentication key table in the authentication key mem- 
ory portion 202 in Step 508. 

Next, in Step 509 it is determined whether or not the 
authentication type of the authentication key allocated 
to the interface which has received the packet is the 30 
same as the authentication type of the interface to per- 
form transmission. If these types are the same, the 
operation proceeds to Step 510 in which the authentica- 
tion key in the received packet is changed to the authen- 
tication key of the transmitting interlace; the NHRP 35 
packet is then sent to NHS-C 300. 

In the present example, since the authentication 
type of the receiving interface differs from that of the 
transmitting interface, in Step 511 the NHS-B 200 
extracts the authentication mode for redirecting trans- 40 
mission from input interface #1 to output interface #2 
from the authentication mode table in the authentication 
mode memory portion 203 (Fig. 2). 

As described above, the authentication mode of the 
NHS-B 200 for redirecting transmission from input inter- 45 
face #1 to output interface #2 is set to the drop mode in 
the present case. Consequently, the operation shifts to 
Step 512 in which it is determined whether or not the 
NHRP packet is an NHRP resolution request packet. 
When the packet is an NHRP resolution request packet, 50 
the NHS-B 200 sends back a negative reply packet in 
Step 514. When the packet is of any other type, the 
NHS-B 200 discards this NHRP packet and sends back 
an NHRP error indication packet in Step 513. 

The drop mode, an authentication mode which 55 
does not redirect NHRP packets between LIS of differ- 
ent authentication types, is realized by means of the 
above operation. 



Case 3 

Here it is assumed that the NHS-B 200 is set to 
operate in the forward mode when redirecting from input 
interface #1 to output interface #2. Consider a case in 
which NHS-B 200 has received an NHRP packet. Hav- 
ing received the NHRP packet, NHS-B 200 performs the 
operations from Step 501 up to Step 511 as in Case 2 
explained above. Since the authentication mode here is 
the forward mode, after the authentication mode has 
been extracted in Step 51 1 the operation proceeds to 
Step 510. In Step 510, the NHS-B 200 changes the 
authentication key in the authentication extension of the 
received NHRP packet to the authentication key of the 
outputting interface and sends the NHRP packet to the 
NHS-C 300. 

The forward mode, the authentication mode which 
redirects NHRP packets between LISs of different 
authentication types, is realized by means of the above 
operation. 

C^e 4 

In Case 4 the authentication mode of the NHS-B 
200 is set to the gateway mode when redirecting from 
input interface #1 to output interface #2. It is supposed 
that NHS-B 200 has received an NHRP packet. Having 
received the NHRP packet, NHS-B 200 performs the 
operations from Step 501 up to Step 51 1 as in Case 2 
explained above. Since the authentication mode here is 
the gateway mode, after the authentication mode has 
been extracted in Step 51 1 the operation proceeds to 
Step 51 5. 

In Step 515, it is determined whether or not this 
NHRP packet is an NHRP resolution request packet. 
When the NHRP packet is not an NHRP resolution 
request packet, this NHRP packet is discarded and an 
NHRP error indication packet is sent back to the source 
station in Step 519. When it is determined in Step 515 
that the NHRP packet is an NHRP resolution request 
packet, after consulting the IP routing table 205 NHS-B 
200 determines whether or not the IP address to be 
resolved is IP-reachable from NHS-B 200 in Step 516. If 
it is not IP-reachable, the operation shifts to Step 518 in 
which NHS-B 200 sends back a negative reply packet. If 
it is IP-reachable, NHS-B 200 replies by sending back 
address data (i.e., positive reply packet) of the interface 
which received the NHRP packet. 

Upon receiving this positive reply packet, the 
source terminal (e.g., terminal 1 1 in Fig. 1) is able to set 
up an SVC to NHS-B 200. As a result, the IP packet 
sent by the source terminal reaches the IP data redirect- 
ing portion 204 of NHS-B 200. The handling of this IP 
packet is delegated to the IP data redirecting portion 
204 of NHS-B 200 and the IP data redirecting portion 
204 processes the IP packet using a predetermined 
protocol. It is thus possible to use functions such as 
packet filtering at the IP level. 
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By the above operation it is possible to realize the 
gateway mode, the authentication mode in which, in the 
case of redirecting an NHRP resolution request packet 
between LISs of differing authentication types, an SVC 
to be set up from the source terminal is terminated at 5 
the NHS by the NHS replying its own address data and 
the IP data redirecting portion of the NHS then proc- 
esses the received IP packet. 

Cases 

Here it is assumed that the NHS-B 200 is set to 
operate in the gateway mode when redirecting from 
input interface #1 to output interface #2; in addition, it is 
assumed that NHS-B 200 is also programmed with the 
address data of the router 400. A case in which NHS-B 
200 has received an NHRP packet will be considered. 
Having received the NHRP packet, NHS-B 200 per- 
forms the operations from Step 501 up to Step 515 as in 
Case 4 described above. NHS-B 200 then proceeds to 
Step 516 in order to determine whether or not the IP 
address to be resolved is IP-reachable. 

In Step 516, it is determined whether or not the IP 
address to be resolved is IP-reachable from the router 
400. For example, this can be determined based on 
statically set data (such as a file) indicating that LIS-D 
40 is IP-reachable from the router 400; alternatively, in a 
case in which the NHS-B 200 is exchanging IP routing 
information with the router 400 according to a predeter- 
mined routing protocol, the determination can be based 
on the routing information being exchanged. 

When it has been determined in Step 516 that the 
IP address to be resolved is not IP-reachable, NHS-B 
200 sends back a negative reply packet in Step 51 8 as 
in Case 2. When the IP address is determined to be IP- 
reachable, NHS-B 200 sends back address data (i.e., 
positive reply packet) of the LIS-B 20 interface of router 
400 in Step 517. 

Upon receiving this positive reply packet, the 
source terminal (e.g., terminal 1 1 in Fig. 1) is able to set 
up an SVC to the router 400. As a result, the IP packet 
sent by the source terminal reaches the IP layer of the 
router 400. The handling of this IP packet can be dele- 
gated to the IP layer of the router 400. It is thus possible 
to use functions such as packet filtering at the IP level. 

By the above operation it is possible to realize the 
gateway mode, the authentication mode in which, in the 
case of redirecting an NHRP resolution request packet 
between LISs of differing authentication types, an SVC 
to be set up from the source terminal is terminated at a 
router by the NHS replying address data of another 
router and the IP layer of the router then processes the 
received IP packet. 

Case 6 

Case 6 is the same as Cases 2, 3, 4 and 5, except- 
ing that the NHS processes the NHRP packet in compli- 
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ance with a set authentication mode, i.e., irrespective of 
the authentication types allocated to the input interface 
and the output interface. 

It is supposed that NHS-B 200 has received an 
NHRP packet. Having received this NHRP packet, 
NHS-B 200 performs the operations from Step 501 up 
to Step 508 as in the cases already described. NHS-B 
200 then proceeds to Step 51 1 without performing Step 
509, that is to say, without determining whether the 
authentication type of the input interface is the same as 
the authentication type of the output interface. 

In Step 51 1 , NHS-B 200 extracts the authentication 
mode for redirection from input interface #1 to output 
interface #2 from the authentication mode table in the 
authentication mode memory portion 203. Processing 
is then performed in compliance with the extracted 
authentication mode as in any of Cases 2 to 5 described 
above. When the relevant authentication mode is not set 
in the authentication mode memory portion 203, 
processing is performed with the same operation as in 
the forward mode, for example. 

Although the preferred embodiments of the present 
invention have been described in detail, it should be 
understood that various changes substitutions and 
alternations can be made therein without departing 
from spirit and scope of the inventions as defined by the 
appended claims. 

Claims 

1. An NHRP packet authentication method in an 
NHRP (Next Hop Resolution Protocol) for perform- 
ing an address resolution for converting a network 
layer address in an NBMA (Non-broadcast. Multi- 
access) network to a dataiink layer address, com- 
prising steps of: 

providing an NHRP server for performing an 
address resolution which has a plurality of 
interfaces belonging to respective sub-net- 
works, 

maintaining an authentication key and an 
authentication type of the authentication key 
allocated to each of the interfaces in the NHRP 
server; 

authenticating an NHRP packet received from 
one of the interfaces by using the authentica- 
tion key allocated to the interface which 
receives the NHRP packet; and 
discarding the NHRP packet in case of authen- 
tication being unauthorized. 

2. The NHRP packet authentication method according 
to Claim 1. wherein: 

in a case in which the NHRP packet received 
by the NHRP server has been authenticated 
using the authentication key allocated to the 
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interface which receives the NHRP packet and 
the NHRP packet must then be redirected from 
a first interface to a second interface, the 
NHRP packet is discarded when the authenti- 
cation type allocated to the first interface differs 5 
from the authentication type allocated to the 
second interface. 

3. The NHRP packet authentication method according 

to Claim 1, wherein: 10 

in a case in which the NHRP packet received 
by the NHRP server has been authenticated 
using an authentication key allocated to the 
interface which receives the NHRP packet and 15 
the NHRP packet must then be redirected from 
a first interface to a second interface, when the 
authentication type allocated to the first inter- 
face differs from the authentication type allo- 
cated to the second interface, an 20 
authentication key part of the NHRP packet is 
changed to the authentication key allocated to 
the second interface and the NHRP packet is 
redirected from the second interface. 

25 

4. The NH RP packet authentication method according 
to Claim 1, wherein: 

in a case in which the NHRP packet received 
by the NHRP server has been authenticated 30 
using an authentication key allocated to the 
interlace which receives the NHRP packet and 
the NHRP packet must then be redirected from 
a first interface to a second interface, when the 
authentication type allocated to the first inter- 35 
face differs from the authentication type allo- 
cated to the second interface, the NHRP server 
sends back address data of the first interface of 
said NHRP server. 

40 

5. The NHRP packet authentication method according 
to Claim 4, wherein: 

in a case in which a router redirects a packet 
between a sub-network to which the first inter- 45 
face belongs and a sub-network to which the 
second interface belongs, the authentication 
method uses interface address data of the sub- 
network to which the first interface belongs. 

50 

6. The NHRP packet authentication method according 
to Claim 2, wherein: 

the NHRP packet is processed in compliance 
with a set authentication mode, irrespective of 55 
whether or not the authentication type allo- 
cated to the first interface differs from the 
authentication type allocated to the second 



interface. 

7. An NHRP packet authentication method in an 
NHRP (Next Hop Resolution Protocol) for perform- 
ing an address resolution for converting a network 
layer address in an NBMA (Non-broadcast, Multi- 
access) network to a datalink layer address, com- 
prising steps of: 

providing an NHRP server for performing an 
address resolution which has a plurality of 
interfaces belonging to respective sub-net- 
works, 

maintaining an authentication key and an 
authentication type of the authentication key 
allocated to each of the interfaces in the NHRP 
server; 

maintaining an authentication mode which is 
defined to a combination of two of the inter- 
faces in the NHRP server; 
authenticating an NHRP packet received from 
one of the interfaces by using the authentica- 
tion key allocated to an input interface which 
receives the NHRP packet; and 
determining whether the NHRP packet should 
be discarded or redirected based on a result of 
authentication and an authentication mode 
defined between the input interface and an out- 
put interface from which the NHRP packet is to 
be outputted. 

8. The NHRP packet authentication method according 
to Claim 7, wherein an authentication key included 
in the NHRP packet is changed in accordance with 
the authentication mode defined between the input 
interface and the output interface and then the 
NHRP packet is redirected through the output inter- 
face when the NHRP packet should be redirected. 

9. An NHRP (Next Hop Resolution Protocol) server for 
performing an address resolution for converting a 
network layer address in an NBMA (Non-broadcast, 
Mutti -access) network to a datalink layer address, 
comprising: 

a plurality of interfaces belonging to respective 
sub-networks; 

memory means for maintaining an authentica- 
tion key and an authentication type of the 
authentication key allocated to each of the 
interfaces; and 

processing means for authenticating an NHRP 
packet received from one of the interfaces by 
using the authentication key allocated to the 
interface which receives the NHRP packet and 
discarding the NHRP packet in case of authen- 
tication being unauthorized. 
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10. An NHRP (Next Hop Resolution Protocol) server for 
performing an address resolution for converting a 
network layer address in an NBMA (Non-broadcast, 
Multi-access) network to a datalink layer address, 



a plurality of interfaces belonging to respective 
sub-networks; 

first memory means for maintaining an authen- 
tication key and an authentication type of the 10 
authentication key allocated to each of the 
interfaces; 

second memory means for maintaining an 
authentication mode which is defined to a com- 
bination of two of the interfaces in the NHRP is 
server; and 

processing means for authenticating an NHRP 
packet received from one of the interfaces by 
using the authentication key allocated to an 
input interface which receives the NHRP 20 
packet, and determining whether the NHRP 
packet should be discarded or redirected 
based on a result of authentication and an 
authentication mode defined between the input 
interface and an output interface from which 25 
the NHRP packet is to be outputted. 
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